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PUEAxMOLI':  AND  RESOLUTIONS 


OF 


THE    STATE    OF    ALABAMA 


RESPONSIVE    TO    CERTAIN 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 


RELATIVE    TO 


A    PROTECTIYE    TAHIFF. 


ANNAPOLIS : 
AVILLIAVI    M^NEIR,    PRIKTEH, 

ISll. 


Executive  Department, 

Tuskaloosa,  Dec.  29th,  1840. 
Sm:— 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  oncloee  you  a  Preamble  and  Re- 
solution of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  responvsive 
to  certain  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, in  favor  of  a  Protective  Tariff. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  lo  bo,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  f^erv't. 

A.  V.  BAGBY. 
His  Excellency 

The  Governor  of  Maryland. 


Preamble  and  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assemhly  of  the  State  of 
Alabama^  responsive  to  certain  Resolutions  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut in  favor  of  a  Protective  Policy. 

Ceitain  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  have  been  commu- 
nicated by  the  Governor  of  this  State  to  this  (jeneral  Assembly,  agreea- 
bly to  a  request  contained  in  said  resolutions,  v/hich  express  senti- 
ments in  favor  of  what  they  designate  the  "protective  policy  of  our 
Government,"  and  contain  a  request  to  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  from  said  Slate,  to  lesist  by  all  constitutional  means, 
every  attempt  to  destroy  or  inq)air  said  policy;  and  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will  cffeclually  protect  the 
labor  of  this  country  from  the  policy  and  legislation  of  foreign  Sfovern- 
ments.  The  said  resolutions  further  signify,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  our 
sister  State  to  obtain  from  us  an  expression  of  our  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  which  her  said  resolutions  relate. 

It  becomes  us,  in  courtesy,  under  such  circumstances,  to  make  an- 
swers, which  we  proceed  respectfully  to  do,  as  follows: 

V/e  presume  we  properly  comprehend  the  State  of  Connecticut  as 
intending  by  the  words  "protective  policy  of  our  Government,"  in  her 
aforesaid  resolutions,  a  protective  tariff;  and  by  the  words  "labor  of 
this  country,"  the  manufacturing  labor  of  this  country;  so  understand- 
ing our  sister  State,  ve  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  surprise  and 
regret  to  find  that  she  should  feel  it  incumbent  on  her  to  press  this 
fruitful  source  of  discord  and  distraction  upon  the  attention  of  Ala- 
bama Slid  the  Couth  at  this  time — two  years  in  advance  of  the  expira- 
tion of  that  "compromise"  which  has,  for  a  period,  allayed  the  fierce 
and  angry  parcioaa  to  v/hich  the  "protective  policy"  had  heretofore 
given  rise.  But  &::  she  has  thought  proper  to  call  upon  us  for  our  sen- 
timents on  this  cubject,  v/e  proceed  to  give  them  fully,  embodied  in 
the  folloiving  rccoluliona;  the  principles  of  which  wx  would  kindly 
but  firmly  r-dmcr,ish  our  si&ler  Connecticut,  that  we  are  determined  to 
maintain  at  every  hazard. 

Section  1.  Lc  it  therefore  resolved  unanimorishj,  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  oj  Alabama,  in  General  Assem- 
bly convened.  That  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  was  estab-- 
lished  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure- 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote 
the  general  welfare  to,  and  among  the  several,  separate  and  sovereign 
States  of  this  Union,  and  to  secuie  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  us  and 
our  children,  as  citizens  of  said  States. 


Sec.  2.  Resolved  unanimously^  That  said  government  never  can 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquilHty,  or  promote  the  general 
welfare  of  this  widely  extended  Union,  and  the  diversified  interests 
and  pursuits,  therefore,  especially  m  view  of  the  peculiar  relations 
aforesaid,  by  enacting  laws  to  foster,  promote  and  protect  the  industry 
and  occupations  of  one  portion  of  the  States  or  people  to  the  dispar- 
agement, injury  and  expense  of  another. 

5ec.  3.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  tariff  for  the  protection  of 
manufactures  always  was,  and  always  must  remain,  oonoxious  to  the 
objections  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  resolution;  and  that  consequently 
every  such  measure  always  has  Tjeen,  and  ever  will  be,  in  our  estima- 
tion, unwise,  unjust  and  unconstitutional. 

Sec.  4,  Resolved  unanimously;  That  in  the  solemn  and  deliberate 
opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  a  successful  attempt  to  re-establish 
the  "protective  policy,"  while  it  cannot  fail  to  alienate  the  feelings  of 
one  portion  of  our  happy  Union  from  another,  and  promote  fierce  po- 
litical animosities  between  the  North  and  the  South,  ultimately  and 
irresistibly  tends  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Federal  compact  between  those 
States;  that  in  view  of  such  consequences,  we  earnestly  and  afTec- 
tionately  dissuade  our  Northern  brethren  from  any  such  attempt. 

Sec.  5.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be 
requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  ihe  Governors  of 
each  of  the  other  States,  and  also  copies  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives,  the  former  of  whom  are  instructed  and  the  latter  re- 
quested to  use  all  honorable  and  proper  means  to  sustain  the  princi- 
ples therein  set  forth. 

J.  L.  COTTRELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
R.  A.    BAKER, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rcj). 
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